President David Shub called the regular meeting of the Fisher Park Neighborhood Association to order at 6:30pm on Monday, April 23, 2007.

 

The first guest speaker was Kym Smith, the Street Lighting Coordinator for the City of Greensboro.  She was invited to address new/additional street lights, specifically for Cleveland Street.  If we choose to match the existing lights in the neighborhood, the price per fixture would be $6,597.  A similar, though not matching, fixture would be $675 each.  Standard street lighting fixtures are free with Duke Power providing free installation.  The only condition to getting new lights is that 75% of the residents on the affected street must petition for this.  She recommended that the Board consider applying for Grant funds from Neighborhood Small Projects.  The Board will contact other neighborhood associations for options on how they have funded or planned for additional lighting.

 

The Minutes of the March meeting were approved.

 

Reports on the 3/28/07 HPC meeting affecting Fisher Park

 

a. a.     213, 215 West Fisher Avenue – construction of the walled meditation  

      garden.  The COA was approved based on the condition that the wall be  

      lowered to 7’ and subject to a landscaping plan submitted to City Staff.

 


b.  1101 Virginia Street – convert a garage into a studio space by adding 

               French doors.   Approved.

 

c. c.     208 West Bessemer Avenue – asphalt driveway.  Owner asked HPC to 

     reconsider being required to cover the asphalt driveway with loose 

     stone.  The original request was defeated 4 – 2.   

 

Historic Preservation Commission Matters

 


a.  601 North Church Street – replacement of windows (after-the-fact).


     Reference Guidelines # 1, 2 and 3, page 57.  Board unanimously opposed 

               the application.  Board members were urged to attend the HPC meeting 

               on Wednesday to encourage the City Staff to uphold the fines and 

               penalties as stated in the Guidelines.

 

b. b.     917 North Elm Street – Greensboro Pregnancy Care Center.  Request to 

     add security lights to front of building and parking lot.  No site plan 

     presented, only a photo of an under-eve flood light.  This type of light is 

     not appropriate.   

               Request continued pending site plan with more information.  Owner 

               urged to take advantage of Design Review services.

 

 

 

Committee Reports

 


a.  Treasurer – Jim Jefferies emailed budget figures.  Will discuss in greater 

               detail at May meeting.

 


b.  Park Committee



i.  Signs:  No dumping of leaves in park, notice of Annual Meeting, 

                         notice of Luminaria and other neighborhood events.  

                         Wanda Myatt reported that the City will send a letter to the 

                         offenders, as well as all neighbors in offenders’ block.

                         Discussion of Event signs was tabled until May meeting.

 

Guest, Julia Fenning, a prospective buyer for 218, 220 South Park Drive presented her plan to buy this duplex.  She would live in 220 and turn 218 into a Bed and Breakfast.  This would require rezoning of 218.  Her offer to buy is contingent on Board approval, then City approval.  She will find out if the City can rezone only the B&B unit and other specific conditions of rezoning.   This information will then be presented to the Board either by email or at the May meeting.

 

Neighborhood Greeting Process

Rachel Persival presented a packet that all newcomers receive.  This includes a copy of the Guidelines, a Fisher Parker, card from the Visitors Bureau, magazine from the Chamber of Commerce, information about hazardous waste disposal and recycling, as well as volunteer opportunities in the neighborhood.  She asked for suggestions of other information to be added to the packet as well as a more timely way to learn when someone new moves into the neighborhood.

 

210 Isabel Street – tree removal without Certificate of Appropriateness.   Board discussed that the City should be more specific in the application process by asking more questions and being more specific before granting approval.  This particular application will be discussed at the HPC meeting in May.

 

John McLendon told the Board that there is a City Planner available to work with neighborhoods.  Board agreed that this is an option to consider where we could utilize the information that was gathered in a neighborhood survey in 2003.

John also brought up the neighborhood Mission Statement.  Should it change or remain the same?  Discussion was tabled until next meeting.

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20pm.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Cheryl Poole, Secretary

