Fisher Park Neighborhood Association

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting

Monday, August 27, 2007

President David Shub called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Will Copeland gave a report about his Eagle Scout project to restore steps and redirect storm water in the east park at the intersection of North Elm and South Park.  He and his troop spent 190 hours and installed 20,000 pounds of granite and stone to complete this project.  He is planning to invite donors and the FPNA Board for a reception to view the completed project on September 9, 2007.

Guests, Cameron Cooke and Reverend Tim Patterson of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, presented a preliminary long-range plan for the church block, which they will present to the Zoning Commission in October (we received a subsequent message that this schedule has been delayed for a month).  They will ask for conditional zoning as Planned Development Infill.  Their first project will be to open a public bookstore and coffee shop at the corner of West Fisher Avenue and Simpson Street.  The plan may involve eventual demolition of several structures on Simpson and on Smith Street, but they emphasized that the church plans to maintain the historic structures on North Greene Street and on West Fisher, which are located within the Historic District boundary.

Gene Leggett, a developer, presented his proposed plan to develop property at the corner of East Wendover and Church Street.  He will request that zoning be changed from General Business to Commercial.  Enterprise Car Rental could be his client.  The Board suggested that he be prepared to present more detailed information regarding signage, landscaping, lighting, parking, screening, etc.  The consensus of the Board was that this kind of rezoning and proposed use in that location is not good for the neighborhood.

The July Minutes were approved as presented.

Report from July Historic Preservation Commission Meeting:

a.
201 Isabel Street - after-the fact tree removal - COA granted subject to condition that 2 canopy trees of at least 2” DBH be planted as near as possible to the location of the removed trees (in addition to the Live Oak that was already planted).

b.
601 North Church Street – windows - COA granted to remove unapproved vinyl windows and replace with wood frame windows, subject to condition that the front and side windows be replaced by the end of 2007 and the remainder by March 31, 2008.

c.
614-620 North Elm Street - parking lot expansion - continued for submission of Tree Preservation Plan.

Historic Preservation Commission Matters (for Wednesday, 8/29/07)

a.
614-620 North Elm Street - First Presbyterian Church parking lot.  Emergency COA has been granted to remove large Willow Oak near North Elm Street due to arborist report that this tree is a hazard.  The church is now continuing its application to expand the parking lot, including removal of a healthy 23” DBH Willow Oak near the northeast corner.  Motion carried to oppose this application, specifically regarding the removal of the Oak tree.  Further discussion: irrigation - ground spigot at meter; lighting - not in plan; parking lot surface - asphalt, suggested that church consider crushed stone as alternative; fencing/fence repair - not in plan.  No Motion on these discussion points.

b.
905 Magnolia Street - Landscaping/Hardscaping, tree removal.  Motion carried to request continuance of this application due to lack of information.  If granted, owner should replace trees that will be removed.

Committee Reports

Park Committee - David Craft presented a written report.  Motion carried to budget up to $200 for trees and up to $400 for new signs (for neighborhood events, including park work day and luminaries).

Social Committee - Rachel Cannon-Percival proposed the following dates for a Fall Picnic:  September 23, September 30, or October 6.  She will follow up with final decision.  The Halloween Party, to be held at Temple Emanuel, is scheduled for October 27 at 4 pm.  Board approved spending $40 for a custodial fee for the Temple.

Ann Stringfield reviewed a previous discussion of Street Sign Toppers.  GDOT has drafted a letter that will be available to any neighborhood to request these toppers.  The cost is $75.00 per sign, including installation, which would be paid by the neighborhood.  The letter will be presented at the next City Council meeting.

New Board Members for 2008 - John McLendon asked that we start thinking about potential nominees for the Board.  We will need a slate for the annual meeting in November.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Poole

Secretary
