
Fisher Park Neighborhood Association Board of Directors

The regular monthly Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, June 25, 2007, by Vice President John McLendon.

Guest, Rick Horne, new Director of Buildings and Grounds of First Presbyterian Church, was introduced.

John McLendon presented information that President David Shub received for the annual Fun Fourth Festival downtown.

When a quorum was established, the minutes of the May meeting were approved, with notations of numerical order to be revised.

Lutie Graham was nominated to fill vacancy on Board.  This is the position that was open due to Michael Byrd’s resignation when he moved out of the neighborhood.  Lutie was elected and welcomed to the Board.

Eric Adamson has given notice that he will have schedule conflicts and will not be able to attend future meetings, so he will resign from the Board.  There was discussion to seek nominees for this position for the remainder of the year.

HPC matters at meeting on 3/28/07 were all continued except item e.:  a small shed beside house at 117 East Hendrix Street, and HPC approved that application.

Current HPC matters -

a.  917 North Elm Street (Greensboro Pregnancy Care Center).  Board supported revised COA application for exterior lighting.

b.  601 North Church Street (replacement of vinyl windows installed without COA).  Board will not oppose simulated divided light windows for this application.  Board supported revised application as recommended by staff (with sample window to be approved by HPC).  Board discussed when simulated divided light windows be considered within Guidelines.

c.  914 North Elm Street (Web Builder Studio).  Board opposed application because proposed sign does not meet Guidelines.

d.  210 Isabel Street (replacement of canopy trees removed without COA).  Board opposed application as submitted.  Recommended:  two canopy trees be planted in south west portion of lot, remove new Little Gem magnolia in south west corner near garage, and replace with larger specimen Southern Magnolia.  Referenced Guidelines # 1 – 5 on page 23.  Board also opposed size of parking area, per Guidelines # 4 and 6 on page 30.  Recommended: smaller parking area, moving turn-around away from rear property line, and that this area should be screened appropriately.

e.  303 Victoria Street.  Elizabeth Bucar reviewed her detailed plan submitted to HPC for renovation and restoration.  Board moved to support the application.

Board discussed the possibility of the City imposing fees for before-the-fact COA’s, after-the-fact COA’s, and demolition application fees.  This may be considered by City Council next year.  Further discussion was tabled pending recommendations from city Historic Preservation staff.

Committee Reports -

Park Committee:  Will Copeland, grandson of Mary Lee Copeland, is beginning an Eagle Scout project of repairing steps leading into the east park from corner of North Elm Street and South Park Drive.  The Board approved a donation of $250 to help fund this project.  John McLendon will contact treasurer Jim Jefferies to have the check cut and send to Will as soon as possible.

Social Committee:  Chair position is vacant.  Board members urged to recommend applicants.

Other Business –

Rick Horne summarized plans for First Presbyterian Church parking lot on North Elm Street property (left vacant by house move).  New plan should be submitted with COA application in July.  Rick reported that the church will proceed with removing inappropriate materials and replacing front porch flooring on North Greene Street with appropriate materials (this will need HPC staff approval).  There was discussion of the Holleman House, the prominent white house at the corner of North Greene Street and West Fisher Avenue, which the church acquired last year.  Board members stated concerns about the church proposal to offer the house for moving, and possible demolition if not moved.  Board members requested further dialogue regarding preservation of historic homes owned by the church on North Greene Street.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Poole

Secretary
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