
Fisher Park Neighborhood Association

Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting

Monday, October 29, 2007
The monthly meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by president, John McLendon.
Guests present from Holy Trinity Episcopal Church were church planning committee chair Cameron Cooke, architect Walt Teague, and Rev. Tim Patterson.  They presented a revised Master Plan for rezoning and development of the church property bordered by North Greene Street, West Fisher Avenue, Simpson Street, and Smith Street.  Rezoning to Conditional Use – Planned Development Infill is necessary in order to open a bookstore and coffee shop in the near future and for longer-term expansion of parking and a proposed assembly building for church use. Construction of the assembly building and up to 45 additional parking spaces could involve removal of several large trees and moving or demolition of four old houses (these trees and houses are not in the Historic District).  The Board voted to support the overall planning effort with a request that the church consider concerns about loss of trees and historic houses, and that any new construction be consistent with the character of the neighborhood.
The Minutes of the September meeting were approved as submitted.
Committee Reports

Park Committee:  David Craft (see supporting documentation) for current and long range plans.

Social Committee:  Rachel Cannon-Percival.  Board approved increasing the budget for the Halloween party from $100 to $150.  Board approved adoption of the conceptual plans for the Bicentennial events, specifically April 26 and May 3 for neighborhood involvement (see supporting documentation).
The FPNA Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 18th at 4:00pm in Broome Hall of Holy Trinity.  Delancey Street will receive the Captain Fisher Award.  Ann Stringfield showed the finished and framed certificate to the Board.
Report from September 26th Historic Preservation Commission meeting:

Improvement of traffic signal controls at five intersections in Fisher Park Historic District – COA for new metal control boxes approved, with condition that the boxes be painted dark green or black rather than typical silver/gray or yellow.
318 West Bessemer Avenue – continued to October at the request of the applicant.
Report from October 22 Board of Adjustment meeting – First Presbyterian Church appeal from HPC denial of CoA to expand the parking lot on North Elm Street (HPC denied request to remove 23” Willow Oak) continued to November 26th meeting due to recusal by two Board members for conflicts and thereby reduced number of members who could vote.
Agenda Items for October 31st Historic Preservation Commission meeting:
(a)
318 West Bessemer Avenue – no change from prior Board action to support this application.
(b)
610 Simpson Street – window replacement (after the fact).  Molly Froelich, homeowner, was present and explained that she had replaced some of the original windows with new vinyl windows before she learned that a COA was required.  She now plans to remove the vinyl windows, put the original windows back in, and repair the original windows as needed.  The Board voted to support this revised plan.
(c)
817 North Elm Street – replace windows and electric meters, install utility pole.  The Board objected to application as submitted and recommended asking that the application be continued for further discussions between the owner, city staff and Duke Power regarding location of the electric service, and further review of the proposed window replacement.
(d)
905 Magnolia Street – construction of accessory structure (shed).  The Board “did not object” to the application as submitted.
(e)
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church – rezoning (see above)
Other Business
A representative from Office Depot will meet with representatives from Fisher Park and Aycock to discuss the sign at Church and Bessemer streets.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Poole, Secretary
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