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National Night Out is Tuesday, August 5

T

uesday, August 5 the Neighborhood Association hosts our sixth annual ice cream party in observance of National Night Out Against Crime.  Please turn on your porch lights, a symbol of National Night Out Against Crime, then join us in the east side of the park (between Elm and Church streets) from 7 to 9 pm. 

Police, fire fighters, and various City officials socialize with neighborhoods throughout Greensboro in an effort to raise community awareness about crime and safety.  The sweetest job is dipping ice cream.  Volunteer to help by contacting 

Genie Schwartz at 456-7594.
Park News

O

ur park was hit hard this winter with two ice storms and suffered loss of many limbs and trees.  Coupled with last year’s drought, in which we lost almost 30 mature trees, the impact was significant.  In response, City Parks and Recreation planted 30 to 40 new canopy trees this spring.  The removal of the dead and fallen trees and trimming of broken branches will be done this summer by a private contractor the city hires using FEMA funds.  


In addition, our neighborhood is funding a park reforestation program, designating $2K for purchasing and planting trees this fall.  A special thanks folks who showed up on Park Day to clean up fallen limbs in the park for our Easter Egg Hunt.  Thank you Todd McCain, Ann Stringfield, Nina Dabbs, Geoff Wall, Don Digby, Kay Quinlivan, Amanda Dawsey, Todd Backman, Robert Payne, and Blair Barton-Percival and Rachel Cannon-Percival.  

The new play equipment should be installed this summer along with eight new litter receptacles.  It’s been too wet this spring for heavy removal/installation equipment.  Once begun, the whole process should take about two weeks.   

Severe weather also adversely affected park pathways.  Pathways are deteriorating and some bridges need stones replaced.  Our Park Committee is currently working with the city to explore ways to fund refurbishment of the pathways and repair of bridges. Although our park suffered many setbacks this past year, with the care and work of the Parks and Recreation Department and our neighborhood volunteers, the park becomes more beautiful each year.           

Angie Leath, Park Committee
Wildlife Care

T

rying to aid a baby robin, Angie Leath found help for orphaned and injured wildlife through a local nonprofit organization. Wildlife Care, Inc., a group of volunteers dedicated to assisting wildlife, take in birds, mammals and reptiles.  They are licensed by the State of North Carolina and meet monthly, second Thursdays, 7 p.m at New Garden Friends Meeting, 801 New Garden Road.  Donations of old pet carriers, bird cages and cash are appreciated. New volunteers and members are welcome. Contact Wildlife Care Inc. at 336-697-4006 or www.wildlifecare.org   Wondering if we have neighborhood wildlife? Consider the large deer grazing in Russ & Angie Clegg’s Magnolia Street rear yard in June!
Wayne White: Architectural Salvage of Greensboro 
Volunteer of the Year

W

ayne White, a neighbor on Simpson Street, is named Volunteer of the Year by Architectural Salvage of Greensboro (ASG). Wayne was a founder of ASG back in 1993, and since then has led salvage crews to all corners of the Triad – and beyond – to rescue historic and unique building materials from the bulldozer’s path.  A true leader, Wayne helps even the most inexperienced volunteers sense their contributions are vital.  Congratulations and many thanks to Wayne for practicing what he preaches, saving and restoring appreciable architectural structures to behold another use another day.

Investigate fabulous salvaged goods at Architectural Salvage, an all volunteer project of Preservation Greensboro Inc. with support from the City of Greensboro, to save and recycle materials from historic structures being remodeled or demolished. ( 300 Bellemeade Street ( Friday’s 10-6 ( 1st & 3rd Saturdays 8:30-Noon (  336-389-9118.

New Historic District Guidelines

G

reensboro’s Historic District Guidelines have been revamped and their usability greatly improved.  For a fresh copy, contact Greensboro’s Housing & Community Development Dept. at 373-2144 or visit www.ci.greensboro.org/hcd.  If your property is not in our Historic District and you wish to learn about possible Historic District expansion, contact Genie Schwartz at 456-7594 or Kay Quinlivan at 272-3758.
Two Neighborhood Wins!

O

ur neighborhood Association experienced two zoning challenges this spring.  A property at Eugene and Florence streets, and three properties at Cherry and Church streets, were requested to be rezoned from Residential to Light Office.  In both cases, neighborhood Board members recommended against rezoning and the Zoning Commission voted unanimously to retain residential zoning.  Neither property was in our Historic District, yet neighbors expressed concern about the consistent loss of housing stock in blocks without historic district protection.  Thanks to all who shared their concerns with Fisher Park Neighborhood Association Board members.  Your input is invaluable!
What’s Restoration Worth?
A

n article in Old-House Journal, March/April 2003 asks whether it’s possible to recoup investment in home-improvement projects, including restoration projects, when it’s time to resell the house?  

It’s difficult to obtain empirical evidence, but look at overall market observations.  “Not everyone wants to buy an old house, so the pool of potential buyers for older houses might be smaller than that for comparable new homes.  However, this smaller pool consists of more motivated and more discerning buyers who are willing to pay a premium to get what they want.  Furthermore, many old-house buyers have very particular preferences … and will pay for just the right architectural era.”


“Serious old-house buyers value the original features, finer craftsmanship, and higher-quality materials embodied in an older house.  Agents report buyers regularly look for fireplaces, tongue-and-groove floors, solid-wood paneled doors, rich hardware, and old window glass.  …  Although the overall condition of a house on the market will obviously affect the asking price, we all know that buyers of old houses are often more willing to accept less-than-perfect conditions.  …  On a broader level, being in a historic neighborhood may be as important for determining property value as the amenities of a particular house.”

“A study by the American Real Estate and Urban Economics Association found that the prices of houses in historically designated neighborhoods exceeded those in similar non-historic areas, in part because home buyers were willing to pay a premium ‘for the assurance that the neighborhood surrounding their houses will remain unchanged over time.’”    Similarly, studies in Galveston, TX by the National Trust for Historic Preservation found houses in historic districts appreciated two to five times the rate of residential properties in the city as a whole, and property appreciation in a Fredericksburg, Virginia historic district was 75% higher than the appreciation of similar properties citywide.

Overall, real estate agents report increased demand for homes in older, established neighborhoods that provide a sense of community, character, walkability, and convenience to services.  As we begin summer renovations, know that historically appropriate renovations are likely to be reasonable investments.  (Excerpted with permission from Old House Journal "What's Restoration Worth?" by J. Randall Cotton, March/April 2003,  p.31.)

Distinguished Service Award

O

ur Victoria Street neighbor, Margaret Adams Harris, was awarded this year’s Distinguished Service Award by the Greensboro Bar Association. Established in 1993, the award honors and recognizes members “who have exhibited a deep devotion to the legal profession and who have made enduring contributions to the administration of justice and to the public good through unselfish service.”

Ms. Harris, a Duke Law School graduate, practiced law in Greensboro for many years in the areas of tax, wills and estates.  Her contributions to the community have been many, including serving as the first woman Chair of the Greensboro City Board of Education, the first woman President of the Duke Alumni Association, Trustee of the Duke University Board of Trustees, President of the Altrusa Club, and member of the Board of Directors of the Greensboro Urban Ministry.  Mrs. Harris enjoys retirement in her Victoria Street home where she raised three children and now observes a new generation of many young families on Victoria Street.  Congratulations on this well-deserved recognition!

Stadium Update

S
tadium issues remain up in the air.  Potential new stadium investors and proponents suggest they’ve spent enough on a proposed land-swap agreement that they should be vested in the proposed stadium property, and that results of our citywide October Stadium Referendum should not apply to them.  Several promoters have sued the City hoping to invalidate the citizen’s Petition and October Referendum.  A firm representing new stadium proponents is calling petition signer’s homes to ask if signers wish to remove their names from the Petition.  Yet the City defends the certified Petition and October Stadium Referendum as valid.  The NC Board of Elections confirms names cannot be added to or removed from the certified petition.  Greensboro citizens will vote in October on whether or not a stadium is allowed in our Central Business District.

Meanwhile the Petitioner’s Committee for Downtown Neighborhoods, and several downtown businesses who’ve recently gained “standing” in legal appeals, contend Greensboro’s current Zoning Permitted Use Tables show “Baseball Clubs, Professional” are not a permitted use in our Central Business District.  New stadium proponents argue this is a misunderstanding of Permitted Use Tables.


Throughout it all, Fisher Park residents responding to an autumn 2002 neighborhood stadium survey are clearly among the strongest supporters of the mixed-use residential/commercial components of the Bellemeade Village plan.  Our investment and sweat-equity in our homes make the adjacent Bellemeade area highly desirable for future development.  Neighborhood views merit ample consideration in this citywide issue.

When our neighborhood Board voted unanimously in August 2002 to oppose a new downtown stadium, support renovation of War Memorial Stadium, and continue to gather input from the neighborhood, a neighborhood wide survey was distributed.  The survey is unbiased and simply asks if you are in favor, opposed, or of mixed opinion about the proposed new stadium, and allows you to explain “Why?”  Extra (blank) copies of the survey remain available at the front door of 1005 North Eugene Street.  If you have not already done so, please obtain, complete, and return a survey for your household, or simply e-mail your position - whatever position you support - to infocrofters@triad.rr.com.  We continue to monitor the situation.  Your opinion, whether it remains the same or has changed since 2002, is valuable and sought.                 Ann Stringfield, Past President
Gathering E-mails

O

ne great outcome of the stadium issue was our quickly gathering e-mail addresses.  If you haven’t submitted yours, please send it to Genie Schwartz, Fisher Park Neighborhood Association President.  Genie’s e-mails keep us up-to-date with neighborhood issues and events throughout the year.  To separately receive stadium concern updates, e-mail infocrofters@triad.rr.com.

Neighborhood Greeters: One Found, One Needed

R

achel Canon-Percival of N. Eugene Street generously volunteers to be the neighborhood Greeter for the west half of our neighborhood.  Contact Rachel at 273-3365 if you are, or know of, new neighbors in west Fisher Park.    We need a volunteer for the east side as well.  To consider volunteer greeting tasks, please contact Ann Stringfield at 273-1393.
Summer Neighborhood Survey

A

s our neighborhood begins its second century, your Fisher Park Neighborhood Association is looking forward.  Its Next Generation Group is gathering data about our neighborhood from various sources, preparing a survey, and will analyze results.  


After July 4, you will receive two copies of a neighborhood survey to complete and return by July 26.  We want opinions of all Fisher Park residents, business people, and property owners of any age, including young Fisher Parkers.  Your opinions are the most important part of the planning process as together we shape the future of our neighborhood.   This fall we will host neighborhood-wide meetings to develop a neighborhood plan for Fisher Park’s Next Generation.  Thanks for all you do to make Fisher Park a friendly, beautiful, neighborly place.        Genie Schwartz, President

Preservation NC Block Party

S

eptember 11-13, Preservation North Carolina (PNC) will host their annual meeting in Greensboro, concluding with a block party, September 13 near North Eugene Street.  The block party will include a casual dinner, drinks, live music, and several Fisher Park homes on tour for attendees.  If you’re not a PNC member but wish to obtain tickets, contact The Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. at 919-832-3652 or e-mail info@presnc.org. (Cost $35/person or $60/couple, which includes annual membership in PNC.)
The Suggestion Box:  Sidewalk Etiquette, Discarded Appliances, & Pet Waste

M

any of us share driveways and it’s tempting to park at the driveway entrance.  Unfortunately this blocks the sidewalk.  Please be aware it is against City ordinances to obstruct a sidewalk, even where your private driveway crosses the sidewalk.  The sidewalk entrance to your drive is City right-of-way, which spans 35 feet from the street center-line on narrow streets (75 feet on wide streets).   Lets squeeze our cars a little farther down driveways so sidewalks aren’t blocked.  You’ll save yourself a parking ticket, and neighborhood pedestrians thank you.

In addition, your discarded appliances and furniture will be picked up much  sooner if you call the City’s Solid Waste Division, 373-2035, before your next trash pick-up day. This allows them to schedule a pick-up rather than just spotting your discards and arranging pick-up weeks later.  

And finally in the suggestion box, we’re reminded it’s city law to clean up after your pet, no matter where waste is deposited.  Please carry a baggy along when you walk your pets.  Many thanks!

Traffic Signal Change 

 T

he Greensboro Department of Transportation (GDOT) plans to change the Bessemer/Eugene traffic signal to one that is “split phased.”  Traffic coming down Eugene and Bessemer will “take turns” having a green light.  This may be a safety improvement and make the busy intersection less attractive for impatient drivers.  Or it may increase traffic back-up near the Eugene/Bessemer intersection, increasing air pollution and noise there.  Let’s give it a try, then address any questions to Joe Mullinax, City Traffic Signal Engineer, 373-2332.

Annual Board Nominations

Itching to work with the Fisher Park neighborhood Board in 2004?  Every year our 15-member Board 

rotates 5 members off and 5 new members on.  This annual transition insures fresh and diverse 

representation of all interested homeowners.  And we try to spread Board representation equally among the 4 quadrants of our neighborhood.  To self-nominate, please contact Ann Stringfield at 273-1393 or infocrofters@triad.rr.com for consideration on our 2004 Board.  (Our Past President always serves as the Nominating Committee Chair).

Featuring Your Home

Envision your home featured on our improved neighborhood web site …  www.fisherparknc.org
Simply send a small digital image of your home plus a brief description of the home and residents to 

infocrofters@triad.rr.com.  Then look for your home in our Photo Gallery.  Look there, too, for information about our neighborhood Association, the smaller Historic District within, contact names & numbers, notice of upcoming events, etc.  Ideas for more web site features?  Volunteer your expertise!

FOR THESE CONCERNS, PLEASE CONTACT:

( Historic District Staff
373-2349

(for Historic District Guidelines, Certificates of Appropriateness & Technical Advice)

( Zoning Enforcement
373-2630

(for Historic District Violations, Zoning Violations)

( Local Ordinance Enforcement
373-2111

(for Housing Standards, Lot Clean-Up Violations)

( Traffic Violations
272-2757

(for Parking in Yard or Right-of-Way)

( Creek Water Quality/Pollution Concerns
373-2055

( Housing & Community Development Web Address:   www.ci.greensboro.nc.us/hcd
( Fisher Park Neighborhood Association web site:         www.fisherparknc.org
	Position
	Name
	Phone
	E-mail

	President
	Genie Schwartz
	456-7594
	eschwartz@triad.rr.com

	Pres. Elect
	Russ Clegg
	574-1879
	russang@aol.com

	Secretary
	Heather Seifert
	274-1047
	sheath64@aol.com (h)

	Treasurer
	Kat Quinlivan
	272-3758
	Kayequin@aol.com

	Past Pres.
	Ann Stringfield
	273-1393
	infocrofters@triad.rr.com

	Board 
	Michael Byrd 
	274-8361
	keithhyler@aol.com

	Board
	Mary Lee Copeland
	274-7826
	Mcope13@juno.com

	Board 
	Lawrence Cox
	274-6322
	lcox@haganproperties.com

	Board
	Anne Daniel
	275-4050
	annerdaniel@aol.com

	Board
	Cindy Hatfield 
	272-6472
	hattette@aol.com

	Board 
	Sandy Hurt
	274-3864
	cchurt@triad.rr.com

	Board 
	Carol LaJeunesse 
	272-5564
	opexcel@aol.com

	Board
	Allison Manning 
	275-8833
	abdmanning@yahoo.com

	Board 
	Todd McCain 
	333-2299
	stmccain@aol.com

	Board
	George Weldon 
	379-0902
	George_Weldon@vfc.com

	Newsletter
	Liz Urquhart
	373-1250
	liz.urquhart@ugcorp.com

	Newsletter
	Ann Stringfield
	273-1393
	infocrofters@triad.rr.com
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