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Park Committee of Fisher Park

January 11, 2007               5:00-6:00, Myatt House (213 North Park Drive, Park East)

Present:  Carl Myatt, Marti Digby, Jane Jackson, Buck Nutt, David Craft, Wanda Myatt (Board Representative), Guest Robert Kantlehner.

Absent:
Don Digby, Rob Payne

CHAIRMAN REPORT

· Chairman Myatt stated he would serve until July first as Interim Chairman.  At that point, the Park Committee will elect a new Chairperson but Myatt will remain on the Committee for the remaining of the year.

· New committee member David Craft was welcomed along with Guest Robert Kantlehner (306 Parkway Street, Park West).  Kantlehner will attend meetings for a while as guest.

· Myatt stated that Adeline Talbot (273-1129) had expressed interest in serving on the committee, which will be followed through.

· A Fisher Parker attorney was given the deed transfer from B.J. Fisher (Captain) to the city to evaluate and see if there was neglect on the city’s part in maintaining the Park.  The attorney felt that the word “maintain” was too vague and although the city may not be fulfilling their obligation, a law suite was not wise.  He did suggest a letter be written from the Board to “put” the city on notice.

· Chairman stated he would talk with Rob Payne to see if he wanted to continue on the committee since he had not attended many meetings in 2006.

OLD BUSINESS

· On July 26 of last year, Myatt and Nutt met with Bonnie Kuester (Parks & Recreation Director) and a group of her people to discuss seed money for a proposed Park Master Plan.  There is no funding there but Brooks Mullane sent a list of non-profits that give awards to groups.

· The committee at their 2006 July meeting approved the concept of finding seed money for a Master Plan which would include evaluating the Park, identifying problems/concerns, providing solutions, and visually showing what needs to be done to the Park.  The idea was to have a tool that could be used to secure city/private funding to rejuvenate the Park, including new paths.  It is felt now that a “repair” attitude should be initiated rather than a comprehensive approach.

NEW BUSINESS

· Park Work days for 2007 are APRIL 14 (rain day April 21) & NOVEMBER 10 (rain day November 17).  This information will be given to the Fisher Parker for publication.  It was suggested that “mini” Work Days be used as needed.

· ITEMS DISCUSSED

· RAILROAD - plant evergreen trees along North Church Street parallel to the railroad.  Craft has already planted some small trees.  Greensboro Beautiful has grants that would pay for trees on city property; that information will be given to Craft for consideration.  A buffer would provide visual and sound control to East Park residences.  It is necessary to determine if this property belongs to the railroad or the city.

· CITY PARK MAINTENANCE - We will compile a list of items for P&R (Parks & Recreation) to assist with in 2007.  These items could include path erosion, removal of invading plants, removal of dead/damaged trees/branches, less damaging city maintenance (cutting too close to small trees, cutting while muddy and leaving ruts).

· When a list is compiled, we will meet with Bobby Coltrane to discuss how his maintenance department will assist.

· BULLITIN BOARDS - Discussed the installation of 2 bulletin boards (Kiosk), one in each park that would allow neighbors to post/review items of interest.  This idea is to be developed.  It should be clear that once the Park Committee approved items like this, the item must be presented to the Fisher Park Neighborhood Board for consideration and/or approval.

· PATHS - Discussed the width of park paths.  It had previously been decided to use a 4’ wide path.  The city has stated a 5-6 foot path is more practical since the paving machine does these widths and a wider path would accommodate city maintenance vehicles.  We were told that a 3-4 foot wide path would need to be hand paved, thereby creating more cost.  Kantlehner volunteered to investigate paving width options.

· GRANT APPLICATION - A Greensboro Beautiful grant application has been submitted for 7 street pin oak trees to be planted on the north side of Parkway Street, in front of the Don Smith residence.  David Shub, 2006 board president agreed that this item did not need board approval but could be submitted under the Park Committee.  There was discussion that neighbor Smith should be consulted to notify him of the intent and reasoning of this proposal.  Kantlehner, since he lives next door to Smith, will arrange a meeting with Smith and the Park Chairman.  Also we will include the neighbor to the east of Kantlehner.

· ARBOR – Discussed the possible rebuilding of the arbor near Fisher Park Circle/across from the condos.  The city will require any Park structure be no-maintenance.  Originally, there were vines on wires between cedar posts and that structure had deteriorated and removed.

ADJOURNED AT EXACTLY 6:00 PM
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